
Indian Social Institute,  Delhi in
collaboration with the Lok Manch Started
Activity of the project ‘Break the Chain of
Covid pandemic through community
health surveillance system’ in the area of
Pen, District-Raigad Maharashtra. Right
in the beginning of the project need
Assessment / Requirement was done in
following Grampanchyat and 40 Hamlets
of Pen. The name of the grampanchyats
are as follows: 

Belavde , Balavali , Aambivli , Tarankhop ,
Dhavte , Borgaon , Vadgaon, Varvi ,
Karmbali , Shedashi and all tribal hamlets
under this gram panchayat area.
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Volunteers distributing medicines to the tribals 



This area has got predominately Katkari tribe
who has been categorized as ‘Particularly
Vulnerable Tribe Group’ (PVTG). Since this
tribe already has a higher percentage of
malnutrition, the pandemic 2020-21 has
wreaked havoc with the lives and likelihood
of this marginalized community and thus
requires urgent attention and relief.  

 All though Katkari tribes have been suffering
from Covid-19 there is resistance to go to
government hospitals and take treatment, as
result patients are suffering from Covid but
are not detected as they have not done their
RTPCR. 

 Tribal also has misconceptions about Covid
vaccination that once you are vaccinated
people die or become impotent etc.   

There were 2 training programs conducted
online for young volunteers which included
nursing students, health professionals, and
Masters in Social Work Students, where a
background of the Katkari tribe, their social-
economic condition, and their resistance
toward government health services during
this pandemic was stated and a strategy was
made. A Mobile Clinic in collaboration with
Ankur Trust and Maitreya Raj Foundation
was started.  
A group of Doctors and volunteers visited the
remote hamlets and started the early
treatment for covid. In this medicines
purchased from the project budget were a
great help, but the need was found to be
bigger.
The following table shows the present
number of covid patients and the availability
of general beds, oxygen beds, ICU beds, and
ventilators. 
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     Covid 19’s second wave is still going in
Raigad and the need for medical help is
vast in the rural areas. 

Since tribals are not ready to do RTPCR
tests and go out of their hamlets and are
not allowing government machinery to
come inside, the need for dry ration is for
all, and selecting only patients for
nutritional food has created unrest
among others. 

   There is still fear and resistance for
RTPCR and Vaccination. Awareness about
it needs to be done ongoing.

To encourage tribal to come forward for
treatment simultaneously dry- ration was
distributed to the sick families along with a
medical kit.  
 
When the tribes were assured that we were
not going to admit them to the Government
hospital against their wish, almost 320
patients came forward for treatment. 
 
Challenges faced by the team: 

Distributing medicines to the tribals

Awareness on covid


